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• “The Commission will [...] establish an EU Observatory on deforestation, forest degradation, changes in 
the world’s forest cover, and associated drivers. The objective of this is to facilitate access to 
information on supply chains for public entities, consumers and businesses.”

Introduced in COM(2019) 352 final “Stepping up EU Action to Protect and Restore 
the World’s Forest” as action by the Commission

• “The EU Observatory should facilitate access to information on supply chains for public entities, 
consumers and business, providing easy-to-understand data and information linking deforestation, forest 
degradation and changes in the world’s forest cover to Union demand for, and trade in, commodities and 
products. The EU Observatory should thus support the implementation of this Regulation by providing 
scientific evidence with regard to global deforestation and forest degradation and related trade.” 

• The EU Observatory should:
• Provide for land cover maps, including with time series since the cut-off date
• Provide for a range of classes allowing landscape composition
• Participate in the development of an early warning system combining research and monitoring capacity. 
• Cooperate with the competent authorities, relevant international organisations and bodies, research 

institutes, non-governmental organisations, operators, traders, third countries and other relevant 
stakeholders

• Be operational as soon as possible.

Noted in Regulation (EU) 2023/1115 on Deforestation-free supply chains (EUDR):

EUFO – “legal basis”
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• The Observatory will build on already existing monitoring tools, including Copernicus products and other 
publicly or privately available sources, to support the implementation of this Regulation by providing 
scientific evidence, including land cover maps on the cut-off date, regarding global deforestation and forest 
degradation and related trade. The use of these maps will not automatically ensure that the conditions 
of the Regulation are complied with, but it will be a tool to help companies to ensure compliance with this 
Regulation, for example to assess the deforestation risk. Companies will still be obliged to carry out due 
diligence.

• The EU Forest Observatory will cover all forests worldwide, including European forests and will be 
developed in coherence with other ongoing EU policy developments such as the Forest Monitoring Law and 
upgrading and enhancement of the Forest Information System for Europe (FISE).

• There is not yet a precise date for the full operationalization of the Observatory (indicative date for the 
platform to be online is December 2023). The availability of the services provided in the future by the 
Observatory is however not a precondition to comply with the requirements set by this Regulation.

Noted in EUDR FAQ Question 61: When will the EU Forest Observatory be 
operational? How is this going to help companies implement the Regulation?

• “The Commission’s EU Observatory on deforestation, forest degradation, changes in the world’s forest 
cover, and associated drivers will develop Earth-Observation-based monitoring tools for forests that 
may be operationalized by Copernicus and taken up by FISE as part of the integrated forest monitoring 
system.”

Noted in new EU Forest Strategy for 2030

Implemented by the JRC

EUFO – “legal basis” (cont.)
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Global forest cover map of standing trees at 10m resolution for year 2020
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(4) ‘forest’ means land spanning more than 0,5 
hectares with trees higher than 5 metres and a 
canopy cover of more than 10 %, or trees able 
to reach those thresholds in situ, excluding 
land that is predominantly under agricultural or 
urban land use;
(5) ‘agricultural use’ means the use of land for 
the purpose of agriculture, including for 
agricultural plantations and set- aside 
agricultural areas, and for rearing livestock;
(6) ‘agricultural plantation’ means land with 
tree stands in agricultural production systems, 
such as fruit tree plantations, oil palm 
plantations, olive orchards and agroforestry 
systems where crops are grown under tree 
cover; it includes all plantations of relevant 
commodities other than wood; agricultural 
plantations are excluded from the definition of 
‘forest’;

Tree Cover 
#

Forest Cover
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Non 
mandatory

• Legal text does not prescribe the use of this or any other map by operators/traders 
(or Competent Authorities) to inform their risk assessment

Non-
exclusive

• The EUFO – provided by the Commission free-of-charge – is one of many tools
• Other maps may have advantages compared to the information on the EUFO
• The regulation dos not prescribe the modalities of and for map use

Legally non-
binding

• The map is one of many tools that may be used to inform the risk assessment
• The use of map does not guarantee compliance

Role of the global forest map in context of the EUDR
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Geolocation obligations in the EUDR
Recital (49)
… operators should establish and implement due diligence systems. .. The due diligence systems should be designed to provide
access to information … including the geolocation coordinates of relevant plots of land. Those geolocation coordinates that rely on
timing, positioning and/or Earth observation could make use of space data and services delivered under the Union’s Space
programme (EGNOS/Galileo and Copernicus). ….
Article 2 – Definitions
28) ‘geolocation’ means the geographical location of a plot of land described by means of latitude and longitude coordinates
corresponding to at least one latitude and one longitude point and using at least six decimal digits; for plots of land of more
than four hectares used for the production of the relevant commodities other than cattle, this shall be provided using polygons with
sufficient latitude and longitude points to describe the perimeter of each plot of land;
Article 9 - Information requirements
Operators shall collect information, documents and data which demonstrate that the relevant products comply with Article 3. For this
purpose, the operator shall collect, organise … the following information, …, relating to each relevant product:
(d) the geolocation of all plots of land where the relevant commodities that the relevant product contains, or has been made
using, were produced, as well as the date or time range of production; where a relevant product contains or has been made with
relevant commodities produced on different plots of land, the geolocation of all different plots of land shall be included;
Article 18 - Checks on operators and non-SME traders
2. The checks on operators and non-SME traders may also include, where appropriate,
(d) any technical and scientific means adequate to determine whether the relevant products are deforestation-free, including
Earth observation data such as from the Copernicus programme and tools or from other publicly or privately available
relevant sources;
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EUFO - portal
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Forthcoming Copernicus Global Land service component :
Global Land Cover and Tropical Forest Mapping and Monitoring
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Forthcoming Copernicus Global Land service component :
Global Land Cover and Tropical Forest Mapping and Monitoring

(‘LCFM’)
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Thank you

© European Union 2023

Unless otherwise noted the reuse of this presentation is authorised under the CC BY 4.0 license. For any use or reproduction of elements that are not owned by the 
EU, permission may need to be sought directly from the respective right holders.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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